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O R D E R 

 

(1) The appellant, Deronta V. Moore, filed this appeal from the Superior 

Court’s order, dated September 2, 2021, denying his motion for reargument of the 

Superior Court’s August 9, 2021, order denying his petition for a writ of habeas 

corpus.    The State has moved to affirm the judgment below on the ground that it is 

manifest on the face of Moore’s opening brief that his appeal is without merit.  We 

agree and affirm. 

(2) In 2011, Moore resolved charges arising from a 2010 home invasion by 

pleading guilty to first-degree rape, possession of a firearm during the commission 

of a felony, possession of a deadly weapon during the commission of a felony, first-

degree robbery, and first-degree burglary.  On July 8, 2011, the Superior Court 
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sentenced Moore to an unsuspended total of forty-five years of incarceration, 

followed by decreasing levels of supervision.  Moore did not file a direct appeal.  

(3) On August 2, 2021, Moore filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus.  

In the petition, Moore alleged that his counsel was ineffective and that the Superior 

Court was required to consider that he was nineteen years old at the time of the 

offenses when deciding his sentence.  In an order dated August 9, 2021, the Superior 

Court denied the petition, concluding that Moore was not illegally detained and had 

failed to state a claim upon which a writ of habeas corpus could be issued.  Moore 

moved for reargument.  The Superior Court denied the motion for reargument on 

September 2, 2021, holding that the motion was untimely and that, even if the 

untimeliness were overlooked, Moore was not entitled to habeas relief. 

(4) Moore has appealed to this Court.  He argues that (i) the Superior Court 

should have reviewed his petition in accordance with Superior Court Civil Rule 81, 

and (ii) he is entitled to resentencing under Miller v. Alabama.1 

(5) Under Delaware law, the writ of habeas corpus provides relief on a very 

limited basis.2  Specifically, it provides a prisoner with a means of challenging an 

allegedly unlawful detention on the basis of a lack of jurisdiction of the court 

ordering the commitment.3  When the commitment is regular on its face and the court 

 
1 Miller v. Alabama, 567 U.S. 460 (2012). 
2 Hall v. Carr, 692 A.2d 888, 891 (Del. 1997). 
3 Id. 
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clearly had jurisdiction over the subject matter, habeas corpus does not afford a 

remedy to the petitioner.4 

(6) The Superior Court did not err by denying Moore’s petition.  Moore 

has not demonstrated that the sentencing order was irregular on its face or that the 

Superior Court lacked jurisdiction to sentence him.  He does not specify in what way 

the Superior Court’s review fell short under Superior Court Civil Rule 81, and we 

find no error.  Finally, Miller v. Alabama is inapplicable.  In Miller, the United States 

Supreme Court held that a mandatory sentence of life imprisonment without parole 

for a defendant who was under the age of eighteen at the time of the offense violates 

the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition on cruel and unusual punishments.5  Moore 

was not under the age of eighteen when he committed the crimes at issue, nor did he 

receive a sentence of life without parole, mandatory or otherwise. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the Motion to Affirm is 

GRANTED and the judgment of the Superior Court is AFFIRMED. 

      BY THE COURT: 

 

      /s/  James T. Vaughn, Jr. 

      Justice 

 
4 Jones v. Anderson, 183 A.2d 177, 178-79 (Del. 1962); Curran v. Woolley, 104 A.2d 771, 773 

(Del. 1954). 
5 Miller, 567 U.S. at 465. 


